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Appendix 2: Model letter to MPs

Dear MP

I’m one of your local constituents and I’m writing to ask you to take action on an 
issue I feel very strongly about.

The UK university and college sector is world leading and makes a substantial 
social and economic contribution to the UK. Yet universities and colleges are at 
great risk arising from Brexit. If we are to retain our global position the UK must 
continue to be a place where academic staff and students are able to come to 
work or study. The government needs to recognise the international nature of this 
important sector and act to ensure that EU nationals and indeed those beyond 
Europe continue to feel welcome at our universities and colleges. 

The University and College Union has produced a charter which calls for the 
government to:

 • let current EU staff and students know they are welcome to stay beyond 
Brexit 

 • guarantee to match any EU funding lost to universities and colleges
 • ensure that future EU students and staff are welcome to study and work in 

the UK without facing increases in tuition fees 
 • make international collaboration between UK and EU universities a key 

part of any Brexit negotiations.
I am writing to ask if you support this charter and will take up its contents with the 
minister on my behalf.

Yours
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6. organise local and national media campaign, highlighting the value of 
international student and staff 

7. campaign with other trade unions, NUS and community groups for the overthrow 
of restrictive legislation which affects international students and staff and no 
change in the immigration status of EU residents if UK leaves EU. 

NEC resolves to campaign for the following:
1. the continuing right of EU residents for freedom of movement and opposition to 

any form of Points-Based Immigration Schemes

2. an up-front guarantee for the right of EU/EEA citizens in the UK to stay 

3. full recognition of workers’ rights throughout EU withdrawal negotiations, including 
for non-academic staff

4. planned solidarity activity with non-EU colleagues in UCU branches to demand 
improvement of immigration support for all non-UK staff 

NEC further resolves to 
1. Include in our UCU guidelines to branches the need to call on their own Vice 

Chancellor or Principal to commit publicly to: 

 • Guarantee that, for the indeþnite future, there will be no change in the 
employment or student status of any current EU/EEA Member State and 
Candidate Country staff and students arising from any change introduced as a 
consequence of the Brexit negotiations

 • Guarantee that, for the indeþnite future, universities will not implement any 
changes in the academic qualiþcation, residential or fee conditions concerning 
students applying from EU member states and Norway or Switzerland, 
whatever the results of the Brexit negotiations

 • Demand that the UK government maintain existing rights of free movement of 
labour across all 28 current EU Member States. 

2. Encourage UCU branches to meet with UNISON and other trade unions within the 
universities to discuss the most effective ways of jointly campaigning for the right 
to remain for all EU workers and students living in the UK and to maintain freedom 
of movement of labour across the current 28 EU Member States

3. Publicise the fact that this motion has been passed and encourage UCU branches 
to do likewise.
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